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     The bushmeat crisis in Africa is a compli-
cated problem, with different regulations, dif-
ferent species and different concerns in each
of many countries. The more attention focused
on positive action, the more threatened and
endangered species have a chance of survival.
     This book is dedicated to the survival of
all African monkeys, as well as apes, elephants
and other wildlife hunted by man.
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     In a conservation office in Africa hangs a picture
of a certain tree. How many monkeys are left sitting
in the tree? That
is the question.

     Are there five
hundred monkeys
left sitting in the
tree? No. Once
there REALLY
WERE. There
were even more
in some trees.
But many were
hunted for bush-
meat and some
were killed for
their furs as well.
Some were
hunted by local
hunters with
snares, bows, ar-
rows or nets, but
others in more
recent years were
killed by bands of
traveling poach-
ers with semiau-
tomatic weapons.

     But surely because it is in the middle of Africa
there are still one hundred monkeys left sitting in

Schmidt’s spot-nosed monkeys, also called red-
tailed monkeys, live only in parts of Africa and are
threatened because of destruction of their forests
by logging, use of their forest home land for cattle
grazing and because they are hunted and killed
as bushmeat.



such a tree?

     Oh no. Now half of the meat eaten by most Afri-
cans is bushmeat, and some is sold to tourists and
sold abroad as well. Many metric tons of bushmeat is
killed and sold every year as novelty or status food.

     Bushmeat is sold in the open markets of Africa.
There is a sign for it on a restaurant in the market
place. Try a Bushmeat Dish - $60 US dollars, it reads.

     “What’s bushmeat anyway?” Kim, a blonde-haired
college student, asks her companion.

     “It is the meat of any wild African animal, even
endangered animals,” he says. “Bushmeat animals
are killed by hunters and sold in the market place.*
So, we could eat many kinds of novelty animals here,
you know?” he says with excitement. “Would you like
to tell our friends back home that we tried gorilla
steaks or elephant soup?”*

     Kim’s eyes grow wide and she does not answer.

     Back out in the wilds, away from the city, tourists
can take a bush taxi and follow the logging roads**
out to the monkey tree.

(*Bushmeat is now often considered a symbol of luxury and prestige.
So-called delicacies such as elephant trunks, monkey limbs and gorilla
hands are sold in city restaurants for more than US $60.00 per dish.)

(**More logging roads are continuously being built, as forests are cut
down to provide timber for an over-populating human world.)



Bushmeat is the meat of any wild African animal, even endangered or
critically endangered animals. Often middlemen are involved, traveling
to villages to buy bushmeat from hunters, which they sell at a profit in
the marketplace. Above is the female Western lowland gorilla. Below is
the swamp guenon (left) and De Brazza’s guenon (right).



     How many
monkeys are left
sitting in the
tree? In the con-
servation office,
they have drawn
the tree and
placed markers
in it to represent
the monkeys.*
Here is the an-
swer. There are
15 monkeys left
sitting in the
tree. But there
used to be 500.
That means 485
monkeys have
disappeared
from this one

tree which stands in the middle of Africa.

     Many different kinds of people hear about the
monkey tree in the conservation office. The local
bushmeat hunter says, “No problems here. Fifteen is
still a lot of monkeys!”

     The commercial bushmeat poachers say, “Hey, the
number is fine. There are still many thousands of
monkeys and great herds of hoofed bushmeat as

Once there really were hundreds of red-tailed
monkeys sitting in this African tree.

(*This is called a model.)



well. We will use our guns and jeeps and travel to
wherever the animals remain. We have to make a liv-
ing, right?”*

     The bushmeat middlemen say, “What’s the fuss,
brother? That is just one tree!” The buyers in the mar-
ket place say the same.

     The man who eats the bushmeat says, “No worries
my friend! That is plenty of monkeys for me. I am only
one man and I
don’t eat much.”

     The govern-
ment officials
throw up their
hands, “What can
we do ?” they
ask.

     But the
people from the
conservation of-
fice frown and
shake their
heads. “Oh no!”
they say. “Some

Conservationists know that local people in
many countries must be taught to help con-
serve their own native wildlife, such as the
Douc langur, above, found only in Vietnam.

(*The consensus is that
commercial hunters
would still make a living
if they stopped hunting
totally protected spe-
cies.)



people are misinformed!! That is not a lot of mon-
keys! And the numbers are dwindling too fast!”

     “And don’t you know?” says Hannah, a conserva-
tionist from Sweden. “These bushmeat hunters and
poachers break many laws!!”*

     It is well known in the conservation office that ev-
eryone wants a better, a more affluent life. But in Af-
rica it has been at the cost of endangered animals.
Hunters, they know, may still be sent out to illegally
kill animals like the gorilla for someone’s Christmas
dinner party.

     The head conservationist is a bearded man named
Karl. He once lived in Germany and once in America
and he has visited Brazil, China, Sumatra and Viet-
nam as well, looking for ways to help teach local
people to keep their native monkeys alive. He has
traveled in many African countries too. “It is a pity,”
he says, as he strokes his beard. “There are many
places in Africa where we conservationists cannot
even work because of civil wars. Even endangered
mountain gorillas have been killed during war,” he
tells them. He takes out his report and reads,

     “Forests that were once untouched or too thick to
travel through are now just a few miles from logging
roads. So it is easier for bushmeat hunters to get into

(*Many animals hunted for bushmeat are protected by the Convention
on International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES). Animals in cer-
tain areas of Africa sometimes have laws protecting them as well.)



Bushmeat hunters kill many
African animals to be sold as
bushmeat both in Africa and
in the capital cities of some Eu-
ropean countries. These in-
clude elephants, cheetahs, go-
rillas, the lesser spot-nosed
guenons, hyenas and lions.



Bushmeat hunters kill wild pigs who make large litters, but they also kill
rare, threatened animals like the young patas monkey, above left, and the
young mona guenon, above right.

 Although forest animals prey on each other, (leopard among impalas,
below), they manage to keep nature and their habitats in a better balance
than humans do. This is partly because a leopard is more likely to kill and
eat an old and injured animal or one that is too young to breed and make
new young. And the leopard kills only what he himself needs at the time
when he is there. Man kills off adult male and female breeding age ani-
mals, so then there are fewer animals to make more young. And man kills
more than his share. He kills for others and kills and preserves extra bush-
meat to eat later.



the forests to kill the animals.

     It is also easier for hunters to take a bush taxi back
to the markets where they sell their kills. Not much
land is protected by guards, parks or reserves.**
Bushmeat hunters kill forest antelopes and wild pigs
but they also kill rare, endangered animals like mon-
keys, gorillas, chimpanzees, forest elephants, okapi,
cape buffalo, impala, eland, duikers and lesser kudu.”

     “Who do those bushmeat hunters think they are
anyway,” fumes Hannah.

     Karl has a deep frown. He pulls out another report
which says,

     “Each year hundreds of bushmeat poachers break
the law to cross into areas where bushmeat hunting is
not allowed. Then they set fires to flush out elephants,
monkeys, giraffes, crocodiles, lions and other wildlife.
They shoot the bush animals and smoke their meat. In
the Serengeti of Central Africa, only five out of every
100 of these animals is left. The other 95% have been
hunted and killed.”

     “See what I mean?” Hannah stomps her foot. “The
bushmeat hunters should be thrown in jail,” she says.

      The conservationists listen intently to Karl. “Each
man who eats bushmeat is one too many,” they say.
(**Only around 8 out of every 100 acres of low access forest is pro-
tected.)



At the present rate of destruction, it will not be long till Africa will run out
of its unique and beautiful animals such as the ground living red patas
monkey. The patas monkey female usually has only one new young each
year.



     “Add up all of those who eat bushmeat,” says
Karl. “Then subtract all the number of bushmeat ani-
mals they are eating each year.”

     “Soon Africa
will run out of its
unique wildlife,”
rants Hannah.
“And all so cer-
tain people could
eat bushmeat
when they
wanted it!”

      “And what of
the meat couriers
who sell bush-
meat in the capi-
tols of European
cities?” asks the
dark-eyed con-
servationist
named Maret.
“Don’t forget to
about the bush-
meat they sell.”

     “Wouldn’t you
know, I have a report with more bad news,” says
Hannah. Her voice grows louder. “Poachers in the
Congo Basin have emptied the forests of more than a

Bushmeat hunters target monkeys with young
like this black and white colobus monkey. The
young are either sold as pets in the market-
place (monkeys cannot be taken out of the
country). Or the young are raised as farm ani-
mals until they are big enough to eat. Black
and white colobus monkeys have also been
widely killed for their fur.



million metric tons of bushmeat (an amount equal to
four million cattle) every year. That is more than six

times too much. It
is unsustainable,”
she tells them.

     “The animals
may look plentiful
in some places,
but they can be
quickly wiped out
with these semi-
automatic weap-
ons,” says Maret
somberly. She
looks up with
soulful eyes. “And
did you know that
some monkeys
are already
threatened or en-
dangered by the
time they are dis-
covered?” Though
she is young,

Maret wears a pair of gold rimmed glasses as she
reads and her hair is pulled back in a bun. Despite her
young years she is well educated and considered an
expert on many animals.

     Back out in the wilds of Africa, the fifteen mon-
keys sit in the tree. They are eating leaves and small

Jamai the red-tailed monkey has beautiful cop-
per colored eyes.



This is part of Jamai red-tailed monkey family. The baby is half a year old
and still stays close to mother’s watchful eye.



Top left is the colorful
male African crowned
crane is threatened in
the wild. Right, is a
young southern lesser
kudo. The giraffe, like
this reticulated one be-
low left, is killed by
poachers, due in part to
the tourist trade in gi-
raffe hair bracelets.

Check point guards, in
the few places they are
posted, stop vehicles,
search them and confis-
cate any endangered
species they find. Unfor-
tunately, the animals are
already dead, but confis-
cating them keeps the
bushmeat hunter from
selling  them, hopefully
discouraging future
hunting.



fruits. The mon-
keys love sweet
fruits. Scientists
have discovered
that foods taste
the same to mon-
keys as they do to
us. After all, mon-
keys and apes are
our closest rela-
tives. When bigger
kinds of bushmeat,
like African buffalo
get scarce, smaller
bushmeat like
monkeys are
hunted even more.

     Sometimes the safari tour guides drive by in Land
Rovers full of tourists. They watch the monkeys in the
tree. And Tomas the dark haired tour guide has given
all the monkeys names. “Look,” he says. “That is the
female with the beautiful copper eyes and a special
symmetrical swirl on her crown. I call her Jamali (JAH-
mah-lee). And there”, he points, “that medium sized
one is the one with the crooked tail. I call her Dafina.
(DAH-fee-nah). She is my favorite,” he says. “When I
bring tourists to the tree she takes food from my
hand.”

     Thomas is very popular with tourists because he
has learned to recognize all the monkeys individually.

 Many guenon monkeys such as the mona gue-
non, were once very plentiful in Africa.



     “They are distinctive like human beings,” he tells
people. “Just watch them for awhile. Their personali-

ties began to
show. They can
be recognized
by the way
they move:
some monkeys
are more confi-
dent, others
are shy; some
are more ner-
vous, others
are calm;
some, like the
crooked tailed
Dafina,” he tells
them, “even
seem to have a
sense of hu-
mor.”

     When ba-
bies are born
Tomas names
them all. “That
one is little
Mwinyi (m-

WEEN-yee). He is handsome and strong,” smiles
Tomas. “Some day, if he lives, he will be the leader of
this tree.”

 Baboons are large ground dwelling monkeys who, in some
areas, are shot or trapped in wire snares. Other baboon-
like monkeys called drills and mandrills are seriously en-
dangered, but nevertheless, still hunted illegally.



     Back in the
city the men
and women at
the conserva-
tion office are
still talking.

     “There was
a time when
monkeys
bounced on ev-
ery tree
branch,” says
Maret in her
quiet steady
voice. “And
many ground living monkeys ran about the bush as
well.”*

     Hannah raises her brow, “And don’t you know that
one kind of colobus monkey (Miss Waldron’s colobus
monkey) has already disappeared entirely from West
Africa? It is now extinct!”

     A student volunteer speaks up. ”But where did all
the monkeys go?” `1 he asks. It is Kim, the American
student from the market place.

     “They went the same place all the elephants
went,” steams Hannah.

Thomas has stories of many types of threatened animals,
including the mona guenon monkey, above. Mona gue-
nons are also called ‘masked monkeys’.

(*Africans refer to forest as bush.)



     “And the same
place all the leopards
went,” Karl strokes his
beard. “And the duik-
ers! And the baboons,
the gorillas and the
chimpanzees!”

     “They went in the
stew pot,” says
Hannah. “And they
went on the bushmeat
roasting stick.”

     “What will happen
to this tree of 15 mon-
keys,” the conserva-
tionists wonder? “And
all the other animals
as well,” they ask.

     Kim volunteers to
put up signs around
the market place
where bushmeat is
sold, but many of the
bushmeat hunters can-
not read.

    A local bushmeat
hunter named Brafo

The True Story Of Lowland Gorilla
Jombo:

     Jombo is a large, silverback gorilla who
lives in a zoo. Silverbacks are the domi-
nant gorilla in their group. When a male
reaches maturity, he develops silvery grey
hairs on his back and is called a
“silverback”. In a group of gorillas, a
silverback is usually the only dominant
member. Living with him will be several
females, infants, juveniles and young
adults.

It is Jombo’s job as head gorilla to boss and
reprimand the other gorillas. It is his job to
protect them as well. Gorillas are the larg-
est living primates, and Jombo is the larg-
est gorilla in the exhibit weighing 300 to
350 pounds. Also it is known that adult
male gorillas are at least 10 times stronger
than an adult human.

One day a small boy of about 2 years old
falls over the gorilla exhibit’s upper wall.
He falls (continued...)



When mature, the dark gorilla
male develops a silver back;the
wattled crane is the largest and
rarest crane in Africa; gereneks,
below, freeze to hide from
predators and are threatened in
the wild. (Males have horns.)



The fur of the patas
monkey is quite red
even in youngsters.
But the patas mon-
key infant is black
for the first two
months of life. As
logging roads open
the way into the
forests of equato-
rial Africa, the
patas monkey and
the thirty seven
species of guenon
monkeys are prime
targets being
hunted by humans
for the illegal bush-
meat trade. A num-
ber of species of
the forest dwelling
guenons are criti-
cally endangered.

Left, the  ground
hornbill is  listed as
vulnerable in South
Africa and now oc-
cur only in re-
serves. In folklore
the Masai believe
that the African
ground hornbill
should never be
killed because it will
bring bad luck. If
one lands on the
roof of a house, the
occupants must
move at once or
they believe death
will ensue.



walks through the market.
Brafo’s son reads one of the
signs to him. It says, “Please do
not kill our African monkeys, our
gazelles, our forest elephants
our gorillas and chimpanzees.
Please do not buy and sell bush-
meat.”

     “And why not?” the bush-
meat hunter asks his son. “What
are we supposed to eat then,
eh? And where will I get money
if I have no bushmeat to sell?

(continued...) about ten feet
straight down into the gorillas
yard and is knocked uncon-
scious when he hits a shallow
concrete ditch below. The
boy’s name is Levon.

Many people are standing up
above at the wall where
Levon has fallen and one is
taking a video tape. In his t-
shirt and jeans, Levon looks
lifeless as he lays in the ditch
below. On the one side of the
ditch is the gorillas 10 foot
escape-proof wall. On the
other side of the ditch, just
two feet above, is a grassy
garden full of large gorillas. A
female gorilla and one of her
female young start toward
the small boy. Adult females
weigh about half as much as
males.

But Jombo decides to use his
size and male authority to
block the way of the two
female gorillas. It is the
silverback leader who is the
emotional center, the magnet
of the group as well as the
boss. He stands mightily on
the edge of the grass be-
tween the female gorillas and
the unconscious boy. Jombo
seems to be guarding the
small boy but his mother and
the crowd are not sure.

The other gorillas mind
Jombo’s silent order to move
away. Jombo turns his back to
the gorillas and looks (contin-
ued...)

Many animals such as the giraffe and the
patas monkey feed on Africa’s drought tol-
erant acacia and other thorny foliage.



(continued...) down at the boy.
Then he looks up at the crowd as if
to say, This boy does not belong in
here. Now who is going to come
down and get him out?

The crowd is still fearing for the
young boy’s life. Has he been hurt
by the fall? What is the true mood
of the giant male silverback? One
way gorillas communicate by beat-
ing on their chests, or on the
ground and for the silverback
male, chest-beating is a show of
power. Will Jombo become angry
and turn on the boy? On the
ground, gorillas usually walk on all
fours, supporting most of their
weight on the feet and walking on
the large front knuckles. Now
Jombo is posed on all fours beside
the concrete moat.

The crowd tries to quiet itself, so
as not to disturb or upset the goril-
las. They see Jombo reach down
toward the boy with his dark-
furred hand. The boy looks very
frail and still lays helpless in the
ditch. The crowd holds their breath
in fear. Then the massive gorilla
looks down and gently stokes the
boy’s back. He strokes the boy
twice.

Then Levon wakes up. He is very
young and does not understand
that he has fallen into the gorilla’s
moat. Then he looks up he sees
the huge gorilla. Levon’s eyes meet
Jombo’s eyes. It is the silverback
leader who decides when the ac-
tivities of the day begin and finish;
when he moves, everyone moves;
when he stops to rest, everyone
stops. His (continued...)

     “Besides,” he says, “Af-
rica is a very big place.*
How will they stop me?”

     The next conservation
sign says, “Many kinds of Af-
rican animals have few left.
They have been hunted too

The vervet monkey lives both on the ground
and in the trees. It is often killed as a crop
pest. In African countries where there is a
limit on the number of monkeys that can be
shot, it has been found that additional mon-
keys are sometimes killed with the untrue ex-
cuse that they were raiding crops.

    (* Africa encompasses 20% of the
world’s total landmass. You could fit
the continental United States, India,
China, Brazil, Argentina and Western
Europe into the Africa and still have
room to spare.)



rapidly and cannot replenish themselves. When they
are gone there will be no more.”

     “Oh,” says Brafo to his son. “I don’t believe it. In
some spots, they are just well hidden in the bush

(continued...) magnetic
power not only  from his
size but the fact that he is
the protector and every-
body follows him. Levon is
crying now but the huge
silverback Jombo backs
away. When he does
the gorillas move with (con
him toward their inside
house.

When the gorillas disappear
indoors, the paramedics
climb down and pull the boy
to safety. It seems like a
miracle. Young Levon is
okay.

As an older boy, Levon still
remembers looking directly
into Jombo’s eyes. He in-
stantly felt a strong bond
for Jombo that he still feels
for the gentle gorilla today.
He would ask you, do not
kill gorillas. They are
unique but very humanlike and should be allowed to live with their families
in peace in the wilds of Africa.

Once it was fashionable in to embellish, exaggerate or sensationalize stories
about large apes like gorillas. But after much study in modern times, the
true nature of the gorilla is now better understood: Gorillas like the adult
female above, can have a playful sense of humor like humans, are very
much like humans in intelligence, like humans in depth of feeling, and can
be extremely caring and gentle as well.



This is part of Mwinyimkuu’s fam-
ily. They sit peacefully and groom.
Their long tails are used for bal-
ance when running on narrow tightrope like branches and when
leaping to escape predators. With the help of their leader, the boss
male Mwinyimkuu, they escape many great hunting cats. But they do
not have a fair chance to escape when men hunt them with semiau-
tomatic guns.



when we pass by.
And in other places
you see them by
the dozens. Be-
sides, the leopard
hunts and kills and
so does cheetah,
the lion, the wild
dog and the hy-
ena!”*

     Brafo’s son
reads another con-
servation sign out
loud. “Wildlife
guard wanted. Will
pay if qualified.”

     “I should take
that job,” scoffs the
hunter. “I have a
gun. I could guard
and hunt at the
same time.” Brafo’s son does not like the joke. He goes
to school. He is interested in what the conservation
people have to say.

     Out in the wilds, the 15 monkeys climb and eat
some more and groom each other’s fur. The smiling

As is the way of most African monkeys, the old
male or boss monkey, who Tomas has named
‘Mwinyimkuu’, has many wives and young.

(*Two types of hyenas are threatened in the wild. Because they are
known as predators of preferred bushmeat animals, hyenas have been
poisoned and shot in attempt to exterminate them. )



tour guide passes by them again with a gang of tour-
ists from many countries. All of the tourists admire
the beautiful fur of the monkeys. They admire their
antics as well, and they love the stories that Tomas
tells.

     Thomas’s favorite story is one about Dafina the
red-tailed monkey. She likes to steal his hat. He also
tells about a big male gorilla named Jombo, and of the
female gorilla named Koko in America who knows
many sign language words. Koko can sign her
thoughts and wishes back and forth with humans.

     Tomas knows the tourists pay large sums to stay
in Africa and visit it’s wildlife and that this money
goes into the African economy is a very good thing for
the African people. “I make money from the tourists
so I can feed my children farmed meat instead of

Many rare and endangered animals, like the chimpanzee, above left, the dik-
dik, above right, bear only a single young. But a female dik-dik may start bearing
young at the age of only 6 to 10 months; In contrast, the female chimpanzee
must be 13 to 15 YEARS old before having her first young.



bushmeat,” he thinks to himself.

     Out loud he says to the tourists, “Please. Do not
eat bushmeat
of any kind
when you
travel in Af-
rica.”

     Mwinyimkuu
(m-ween-
yeem-KOO) is
the name the
tour guide has
given to the
old male. He is
the biggest of
all the mon-
keys in the
tree and he is
the boss. The
old male is like
a great king
for his family.
He watches
out for the
mothers and
all of their
young.
Mwinyimkuu
has seven
wives and

Monkeys like this mandrill baboon are seriously en-
dangered and need protection in the wild. The male
mandrill, above, is more colorful than the female,
and as is the way with many African monkeys, the
male is larger than the female.



there is one
young for each
mother.

     The day is
turning to dusk
so the tourists
snap their mon-
key pictures
quickly. Tomas
knows at dusk
the monkey fam-
ily will huddle to-
gether in the
branches and
sleep. Such is the
way of most
monkeys who
live in the African
wilds. In the
morning they will

rise again to groom and hunt for food.

     But Tomas worries. Can his beloved monkeys sur-
vive the lawless bushmeat hunters? Can the elephants
and the cheetah? And what of the tourists? Will the
they still come from hundreds and thousands of miles
away to see Africa if there are no monkeys left sitting
in the tree?*

Monkeys like the beautiful de Brazza guenon may be
legally or illegally shot and sold as bushmeat. These
monkeys may swim to escape predators and may also
freeze. They have been known to freeze as long as
eight hours to hide themselves from predators. Yet these
amazing defenses are useless for the de Brazza mon-
key when dealing with the well-equipped poachers and
bushmeat hunters of today.

(*Many tourists already avoid African parks and reserves because they
are over crowded tourists.)



     Back in the city at the conservation office, the
men and women are up early working out figures.
Seven young, plus seven mothers and one old male
adds up to fifteen monkeys.

  “If all the monkeys live,” says Karl, “each of the
mothers will make another baby in one year, some-
times a baby only every two years. If the mother and
father monkeys are left alone to reproduce them-
selves, slowly over time they can make more young
to grow and fill the rainforests and the savannas.”

     “Yes,” says
the quiet voice
of animal ex-
pert Maret.
“Monkeys are
very different
from the wild
bush pigs. One
mother bush
pig can make
young several
times a year,
producing up
to seventeen
offspring.”

     “Apes re-
produce even
fewer young
than mon-

Most people think of hyenas as scavengers (who eat
only dead animals) but hyenas are hunters too. The
spotted hyena hunts up to 95% of its food and hyenas
can run up to 40 miles per hour to catch prey (The patas
monkey, also a fast runner,  is sometimes hunted by the
hyena.) The striped hyena bears one liter of up to six
young a year. Both striped and brown hyenas are threat-
ened and the spotted hyena has reduced numbers.



keys,” she
continues.
“Mountain
gorillas
bear only
one young
every four
years.”

     The
conserva-
tionists
keep figur-
ing. If the
mother
and father
monkeys
in the tree
are killed,
there will
be no one
to make

new young. The young need to survive also in order
to grow up and bear more young. The more monkeys
that are killed each year, the fewer new monkeys will
be born the following years. Such is the way of all
animals.

     Like the primates, other threatened or endangered
animals, such as the cheetah, the elephant and the
forest buffalo, reproduce new young slowly.

Vervet monkeys, above, spend some of their time in the trees
and some on the ground (called semiterrestrial or semi-ground
dwelling). The father monkey is the largest, with the mother be-
ing half a head or more smaller. They huddle around the infant to
keep him warm and to protect him from the sight of overhead
monkey-eating eagles, which will swoop down to grab a small
monkey with their large talons. Vervets and other monkeys know
instinctively how to protect themselves from natural predators.
They can even protect themselves by fleeing from more primi-
tive dart, sword and knife hunters. But their running speed and
other flight responses are no match for bushmeat hunters with
guns.



     In the conservation office, at last Karl the director
has found a guard for hire. Willem is a weathered man,
able to withstand the hot rays of the African sun. “He is
from the Congo,” says Karl. “He knows the country side
of Africa well. He will guard all the monkeys and apes
for us. And he will guard the elephants, the wildebeest,
the gazelles, the cheetah, and maybe the hyena.” The
others check their list to see if the hyena needs protect-
ing.

     “Most people don’t like hyenas anyway,” says one.
“Maybe we will not protect them. But our guard will
protect the gorillas and the chimpanzees,” they say.

     “Is it
right to ig-
nore the hy-
ena just be-
cause people
don’t like
him?” asks
the Ameri-
can student
Kim.

     “No,”
they decide.
“It is not
right. If he
is threat-
ened or en-
dangered,

Whenever reserve guards are posted there is much territory to
cover. Guards may also be posted on the road with roadblocks,
ready to search passing vehicles. Sadly, guards are some-
times shot and killed by commercial poachers.



even an
unpopular
one such
as the hy-
ena needs
to be pro-
tected!”

     “Here,
here,” says
Karl.
“These are
excellent
plans.”

     Then
they make

a chart. Nasi, a man who used to work in a reserve, is
an expert on monkeys. “This chart,” he says, “is a
population chart projecting their reproduction rate.”

     The conservation workers are doing math again,
adding up monkeys. “If we’re lucky,” says Nasi, “and
all red-tailed mothers have babies, that could raise
their number to twenty one.”

     “The second year: Adding the new babies, if we’re
lucky, will give a total of twenty seven monkeys.”

“ This will be a good start in the right direction,” says
Maret.

Bushmeat hunters have many easy targets, like this warthog
family. Ground living monkeys like the drill are also easy targets.
Many endangered species, however, do not reproduce them-
selves as quickly as warthogs, who have up to six offspring.



Logging roads, above, allow
anyone  to travel into once un-
accessible jungle. Unknown
wild life is still being be discov-
ered. The danger is that new
species will be killed off by
hunters before being saved.

The adult patas monkey, right,
is making a threat face, a de-
fense used to frighten off in-
truders and protect his group.
Because all of the intelligent
primates (monkeys and
apes) are protected by the
Convention on Interna-
tional Trade in Endan-
gered Species (CITES),
they are not allowed to be
exported to zoos for
breeding programs. This
leaves their future solely
in the hands of those who
live in Africa.



A young ground living patas
monkey, top left, digging for
roots; the spot-nosed guenon
monkey top right, lives high
among the branches.

Bottom left and right, neither
people nor African flamingos
are threatened on the planet
earth. Overpopulation means
that the species can repro-
duce itself much faster than
members are lost.



     Out in the wilds, Willem the guard is stationed
with his old jeep. He wears a green camouflage hat
and camouflage clothes. Some times he walks and
sometimes he rides around the territory in his jeep.
Sometimes he waves to the tourist guide and his
cheerful safari group. Sometimes he sits alone most
of the day in the shade of a rock or tree and watches
the bushmeat animals come and go. By now Willem
has met Tomas the tour guide and heard the name of
each monkey in the tree.

     But one day when Willem the guard is way over
watching the elephants, here comes Brafo, the bush-
meat hunter with his unhappy son. They are both lay-
ing out of sight as they watch the monkey tree. The
bushmeat hunter says to his son, “I am a poor man
you know. I
have no
money and
no job and
nothing to
sell for
money but
meat. And,”
he says, “I
have no
meat to hunt
and sell but
bushmeat.
Hunting
bushmeat is
what I

Bonobo chimpanzees, also called pygmy chimpanzees,
touch, pat and embrace each other for reassurance.



In nature, if left alone by poachers and bushmeat hunters, the African elephant can
live 60 to 70 years. Elephants have also been killed for their ivory tusks. Overpopu-
lation threatens them too, as people compete for their living space. Female el-
ephants, called cows, do not bear young until they are 13 years old and have one
young only every five years.

know,” he tells the boy. “And no one should mind if I
shoot a few,” he says, “There are plenty more where
they came from!”

     “I wish to do better than that when I grow up,”
thinks his son Adisa, but he dares not speak the words
out loud.

     Then, because no one is looking,* the bushmeat
(*When guards are present, a single guard may be assigned areas of
100,000 hectares or more. But, even so, they appear to have some de-
terrent effect on poachers.)

The young play constantly, learning to be agile and swift in the trees.



The large man-
dril baboon is
considered to
be  ferocious
looking. Found
in western
Africa, the
colorful male
mandril is the
group’s watch-
dog, constantly
on the alert for
predators. If
baring his teeth
does not scare
off an intruder,
the adult male
will work him-
self into a
frenzy, jumping
up and down.
Bright red
spots will ap-
pear on his
wrists and
ankles and his
chest will turn
a vivid blue. It
is believed that
this color
change is pro-
duced by a
specialized
circulatory
function.

Male mandrills are sometimes over twice the size of females, weighing from 44
to 62 pounds. The males’ massive heads appear too large for their bodies, and
they have a blue to purple naked rump which is more dull in females and juve-
niles. The male’s muzzle is large, the nose is bright red with blue, ridged swell-
ing running lengthwise on either side. The males bright red and blue colors, a
result of male hormones, are perceived as threat signals by male rivals.

Mandrills are a fairly shy baboon found in the high moist forests and low levels
of trees and forest floor. They may also act as crop pests, raiding the fruit of
the oil palm and manioc from nearby farmers.

Mandrills are highly endangered due to habitat loss and the fact that (cont.)



(cont.) they are exten-
sively hunted for food.
Because of their unusual
coloring and appearance,
like the hyena, the man-
drill baboon is less popular
than some endangered
species, but deserves to
be protected and saved
nonetheless. (The smaller,
less colorful female man-
drill, right.)

Because most monkeys in
Africa (around 50 differ-
ent subspecies) are tree
dwelling, they can rarely
be seen by tourists. Be-
cause tourists can’t view
them on the ground, as
they can the gorilla, even
when endangered, these
monkeys cannot be made
into tourist attractions.
Because they cannot be

made into tourist attractions,
they are of less monetary value
to local governments than ani-
mals who are easily viewed and
they are less likely to be espe-
cially protected. Add that CITES
made it illegal for these monkeys
to be taken out of Africa, where
they could be bred in zoos and
that the local people like to eat
them as bushmeat and you will
see their fate is very uncertain.

The Waldrapp ibis, left, is found
in northern Africa. The Waldrapp
ibis is one of the world’s most
critically threatened bird species
due to loss of habitat, uncon-
trolled hunting, and the fact that
their meat is considered a deli-
cacy.



hunter raises his gun. To the bushmeat hunter’s son,
the big monkey Mwinyimkuu looks frightful and mean.
But Mwinyimkuu is opening his mouth and showing
teeth because he sees a hunter with a gun.

      To Mwinyimkuu the monkey, the bushmeat hunter
looks more frightening than even the greatest spotted
leopard who comes to eat his young.

     Then the bushmeat hunter’s gun points at the tree
where Mwinyimkuu and his family sit. Mwinyimkuu

Loggers bulldoze more and more roads to get to trees for lumber. Poachers and
other bushmeat hunters use these same roads to travel on by vehicle. This is bad
news for the wild life of Africa. This area might have been too thick to travel through
before. But now the logging roads enable commercial hunters to travel faster and
farther for bushmeat and to carry more back after they have killed it.



knows the ways of man. He knows that when the dark
gun makes its loud noise, leaves and bits of bark will
fly and some of his family will suddenly fall dead from
the tree. He makes a loud warning sound to his wives
and his children, but it is too late.

     Willem
the guard
can hear the
loud gun
shots. But
even with
his jeep he
is much too
far away.
Bang, bang,
bang. Then
a pause and
bang, bang,
bang, bang.
And then
the same
sounds
again.
Willem is
alarmed! He
starts doing
math.

Eleven shots fired. Surely some have missed but just
as surely some have hit. His stomach goes into a
knot. Now he will lose his job. And his friend Tomas

A female mona guenon monkey like this one may bear one
young (or rarely twins) every other year when the female is
three to five years old. Mona guenon mothers will intertwine
their tail with the tail of their young as they sit in a tree.



the tour guide will be very sad.

     Willem gets to the tree in time to see a logging
truck driving off in the distance.*

     To Willem all the monkeys in the tree all look the

The lion usually has three cubs but may have as many as six and as few as one.

(*Drivers of logging trucks are known to work with poachers, while some
workers at logging camps are suspected of poaching themselves. Along
with the bushmeat trade, there is the smuggling of guns (to be sold to
poachers) and ivory (from elephants illegally killed by poachers). Guards
who patrol logging roads find large amounts of bushmeat stashed under
the logs and guns hidden under the vehicle’s seats.)



same. But he knows that Tomas can distinguish every
monkey in the tree. Now Willem has called him to the
tree. A tear runs down Tomas’s cheek. And then an-
other. It is a sad day for him. He scans the tree for
each face. He says their names. Sometimes Tomas
has given them sweet fruit, for he has a great love for
the creatures of the wild. A few monkeys peer out at
their trusted friend Tomas. But they remember the
bushmeat hunter and the blood of their kin. Their
eyes are still crazy with sadness and fear.

Although one may still see herd animals in large groups in Africa, they can easily be
killed off in high numbers when bushmeat hunters and poachers travel in vehicles
instead of hunting on foot and use semiautomatic weapons.



     More tears roll from Tomas’s eyes and it is hard for
him to count. He finds only three mother monkeys
where there used to be seven. He finds just three
young left where there also used to be seven.

     “Maybe they ran away and did not get shot,” says
Willem hopefully.

“We can only wish for
that,” says Tomas. But
they see there is too
much blood.

     Back at the conser-
vation office they hear
about the bushmeat
hunter and his son.
They hang their heads.
Soon the dead bush-
meat monkeys will be
sold and eaten. They
are sought after be-
cause they are unusual
in taste. And tourists
like to try exotic foods.
“What are they think-
ing?!” Hannah asks with
bitterness. Nasi, the monkey expert, is silent but his
face grows very red.

     The next day, four monkeys show up in the market

Lowland gorillas, like the Western Lowland
gorilla male above, may be found in zoos
outside of Africa but the endangered moun-
tain gorilla is found only in Africa.



on roasting spits. One is medium sized with a
crooked tail. Four babies are for sale, live. A live
young monkey is sold like a young goat or a young
cow. It may be kept for a pet or raised like livestock
and killed when it is big enough to eat.

     Tomas
hears this
and he sobs.
“Oh my beau-
tiful Jamali,”
he wails,
“and my pre-
cious Dafina.
I have lost
Malika (MAH-
lee-kah) and
Buqisi
(BOOH-kee-
see) too. And
I have lost all
of their beau-
tiful young as
well, Dunia,
Nyota,
Shanira, and
Zuvan.

     Talk is
buzzing in
the conserva-
tion office.

The cape buffalo, one of the largest animals on the African
plains, is related to the forest buffalo and bears one young
every year and a half. The cape buffalo forms well organized
groups to fend off predators. When the buffalo drinks and
wades in mud at the watering hole, oxpeckers, small birds,
peck parasites from the large animals’ coats. These buffalo
are also targeted by trophy hunters from other countries.



Nasi the monkey expert is red-faced again. He shakes
his head.

     “Every small-time bushmeat hunter thinks he can
take just a few,” he says, “but there are thousands of
small-time bushmeat hunters!”

     Now the conservation people are frowning and
wringing their hands. They are making figures again.
First they add the monkeys up and then they subtract

Danger is all around. Monkeys watch carefully for predators of their young, which
include monkey-eating eagles, large snakes and big cats. Although monkey have
predators in the wild, man is by far the most destructive towards wildlife in Africa.



them.

     Now they are
starting with
fewer monkeys,
so projections are
lower.

     “This number
is unacceptable!”
Nasi’s face grows
redder as he
speaks. “Seven
monkeys in a tree
where there used
to be so many!
And what will
happen when the
big-time bush-
meat hunters
strike?”

     “Because
when the guard is
watching the el-

ephants,” says Nasi “he can’t see the monkeys so the
monkeys can be shot and carried away. And when he
watches the monkeys, the wildebeests can be shot,
and when he watches the wildebeests the gorillas and
elephants can be shot, and so on.” Nasi hangs his
head. “We all know this,” he says.

Most native animals, like the Zambian sable antelope
are losing space to human encroachment. In the last
half century, the population of the world has more than
doubled. This effects Africa (along with its own rising
population), because the people create demand for
rainforest wood.



     The government officials get a call from Nasi and
Karl at the conservation office. “But what are we to do
about this bushmeat hunting anyway?”  the govern-
ment officials ask. “We sell licenses for hunting and
the hunters use them to cheat. We put limits on bush-
meat and
people ignore
them. We make
laws against
killing endan-
gered animals
and the people
break them. We
send out guards
and the poach-
ers trick
them.”*

     Back at the
conservation
office they have
another meet-
ing. They drink
their coffees
and colas and
think. Now they
are sending
people out into
the villages to

People of all counties and all cultures have a tendency to
over populate. Too many people use too many resources,
such as more land and more lumber from forests for
houses. When this happens, the animals who lived there
usually have no where to go. In South Africa, displaced
monkeys sometimes try to live along side humans in the
city. Overpopulation of humans, both in Africa and the
world, is truly at the bottom of the wildlife loss in Africa.

(*The high-value of bushmeat can result in many citizen hunters over-
shooting their license quotas for commercial gain. High trophy hunting
values also lead to a black market in selling citizen licenses.)



speak to
hunters and
their fami-
lies, to try to
reason with
them re-
garding the
hunting of
threatened
wildlife. The
conserva-
tionists ask
themselves
what more
they can do.
“Let’s call
the govern-
ment offices
again and
again,” says
Kim, the
student.

     “Let’s tell
them, ‘Wake
up! We are

in the middle of a bushmeat crisis’,” says Nasi.

     “They need more pressure from other govern-
ments!” says Hannah hotly.

     “Perhaps they really cannot see clear solutions,”

Africa is rapidly becoming urbanized and incomes are
rising. In the cities, many people see bushmeat as a
means of keeping a cultural link with their home village.
Bushmeat is now often considered a symbol of luxury
and prestige. Delicacies such as elephant trunks, mon-
key limbs and gorilla hands are sold in city restaurants
for more than US $60.00 per dish.



says Karl. He strokes his beard. Then he admits,
“There really is no easy solution for such a complex
problem involving so many people in so many walks of
life.”

Back in
the mar-
ket place
Brafo
strolls
past the
stalls and
scoffs at
the hang-
ing bush-
meat.
“And I
have the
money for
it in my
pocket!”
he
brags.*

     Back
in the
conserva-
tion office they make a list of things that don’t make
sense:
     Nasi says, “In Tanzania the cost for a citizen’s li-

When human civilization over populates and moves out into the
animals’ territory, monkeys like this pair of swamp guenons can be
seen climbing on roof tops and garden walls. Monkeys, especially
the ground loving vervet monkeys, are often shot as “crop pests”
when they raid human corn fields.

   (*Fifty percent of Africans live on less than $1 per day, so bushmeat
hunters can make considerably more.)



cense to
hunt a Cape
Buffalo is
ten US dol-
lars com-
pared to the
animal’s
meat value
of 211 US
dollars.  For
safari trophy
hunting**
value of the
same animal
is 800 US
dollars!”

     Hannah
says this
doesn’t
make sense
either. “Na-

tive people say they like the taste of larger animals
like bush pig and impala. These are big animals too,
so each kill supplies a lot of meat. Why not farm
these native animals and leave the endangered ones
alone?”

     Their conversation is still heavy. “It’s partly an
economic problem”, says Maret the gorilla expert. “We

Mountain gorillas are peaceable animals who do not prey on
other animals for food, but live on a diet of leaves and insects.
When cooked and dried in bits, gorilla meat resembles any
other kind of bushmeat. Whether you are native to Africa, to a
European capitol city or visiting these places as a tourist, the
best way to avoid eating endangered species is to avoid eat-
ing any bushmeat at all.

    (**Foreign tourists pay these large sums to ‘trophy hunt’ and kill cer-
tain African animals.)



need more money to pay more guards to enforce
hunting rules.”

     “That is all true,” says Nasi. “And we need money
to educate the bushmeat hunter and teach him other
ways to make a living!”

     “Where can we get the money for all this teach-
ing?” asks a
new Japanese
student.

     “That is the
question the
bushmeat
hunter asks,”
Karl says. He
strokes his
beard. “Where
can HE get
money. That is
the question
ALL the people
of Africa ask.
Yet there is
much money to
be made from
tourists who
come to see
the wildlife re-
serves. And

The ground-living patas monkey is one of the few mon-
keys who dig the soil surface lightly in search of seeds
and grubs. When foraging, the patas monkey looks very
vulnerable to predators such as the leopard and the hy-
ena. But the patas monkey can run over 35 miles per hour
to escape such predators. This speed and ability to out-
run predators has ensured their survival for hundreds of
years. Sadly, the patas monkey too could be wiped out by
the bushmeat hunter with a gun.



there is money to be made from well-managed meat
crop farming as well.”

     In the conservation office the men and women ar-
gue with passion. “No we should NOT educate the
bush hunters,” says Hannah. “We should shoot them
or throw them in jail!”

Like mountain gorillas, lowland gorillas are equally peaceable in nature. Bush-
meat hunters who prey on them and other threatened wildlife can now
make between US $400 and US $1000.00 per year, much more than
the average household’s annual income.



     “Up to one third of the people in some parts of Af-
rica hunt for bushmeat!” says another. “There are too
many bushmeat hunters to jail them all,” he says.

     Back in the market place, the conservation volun-
teers put out another sign. “Government must jail

Their large size and aggressive nature make the forest buffalo, also called
African, or Cape Buffalo, difficult quarry for predators. Only the lion and
rarely the spotted hyena, which will prey on newborn calves and sick or
old animals, are considered wildlife enemies. The Cape Buffalo, however,
is a member of the so-called “Big Five”, along with the elephant, lion,
leopard and rhino, who are favorite kill for big game trophy hunters. The
large Cape Buffalo Bulls possess impressive horns that are highly desir-
able to trophy hunting tourists.



A young red-tailed monkey from Mwinyimkuu’s family for-
ages and explores in the trees.

Bushmeat brings profit in the market place
especially for big time commercial hunters.

those who will not follow
the bushmeat hunting
laws!” Adisa reads the
sign out loud to his fa-
ther.

     “They are wrong,”
Brafo scoffs. “Bushmeat
belongs to me because I
live in Africa. I should
not go to jail. And when

I am the first bushmeat hunter who walks by the tree, I
should kill the monkey. Otherwise the next bushmeat
hunter will. First come, first serve,” he jeers.

     In the
conservation
office they
have many
ideas. “There
are just too
many people
eating bush-
meat,” says
another.
“Say you
have a mil-
lion people
who each
want to eat
one bush
animal every



year and the next year you have two million. That
means one million extra bush animals will be gone. We
should not make so many people!”

     “Are
there two
million
people in Af-
rica?” asks
the new stu-
dent.

     “No,” an-
swers an-
other. “There
are many,
many more.*
The people
over-popu-
late and
crowd out
the animal’s
space.”

     “This happens all over the world,” says Karl. “The
rainforest is torn down to make room for more people,
or to cut trees for wood so more people can build
homes or to graze cattle so more people can eat beef.
People need to farm small animals like the goat instead

The giraffe has only one relative, the okapi. This masai giraffe
lives on the open savannas eats from thorny acacia trees.
Giraffes have one young about every year and a half. Young
giraffes have several predators but the full grown giraffe is
threatened only by lions and humans.

   (*The population of Africa is 900 million people; Africa is home to 14% of
the world’s population. Seventy one percent of the population of Africa is
under the age of 25.)



of beef.”

      The con-
servation
people write
an educa-
tional bro-
chure to
hand out to
children in
African and
European
schools. Nasi
the monkey
expert hangs
a copy on
their office
wall:

YOU Can Stop The Bushmeat Crisis

     Help spread these facts: No one needs to eat
bushmeat to survive or as a source of protein. There
are better, more replenishable kinds of protein to eat.
Chickens, goats, rabbits and pig are fast producing
meat crops. African animals like the warthog also
make many young, are not endangered and they can
be farmed too.

    Here are some facts: Bushmeat now is now used
for 50 to 80 percent of the protein needs of local com-
munities in some parts of Africa. Bushmeat animals
are hunted everywhere in Africa, even in once dense

The meerkat, also called south African surocate, is sometimes
kept in households in South Africa as a pet. It is also kept for its
ability to catch mice and rats.



     Considered near threatened, the Okapis are legally protected but
still hunted. Because they are reclusive, their numbers can’t be counted
accurately. They have been hurt by civil war and loss of habitat. Al-
though long hunted for food by the native peoples of the Ituri Forest,
this subsistence hunting has never been a threat to the species. Whether
this population is stable, increasing, or declining is not known, but it is
apparent that their range is decreasing where forest is being cut down
or converted to farmland.

     The Okapi Nature reserve in Zaire is also home to other threatened
mammals, like the African elephant, the African golden cat, the aquatic
civet, and the clawless otter. It is also home to rare birds such as the
spotted ibis, black-collared lovebird, and the golden-naped weaver.

FACT: There are many people for government officials and wild life
conservation groups to interact with regarding the bushmeat crisis.
These include the small-time hunter, the big-time commercial hunter,
the middleman who buys from the hunter and sells to the market (also
called a ‘buy-um sell-um’ in pigeon English), the (cont. on next page)



Red river hogs, right,
are found in thickets,
forests, savannas and
swamps throughout
western and central
Africa.

Although red river
hogs may come out
during the day, they
are most active dur-
ing the night. During
the day they often
make resting bor-
oughs in deep impen-
etrable vegetation.
When the young are
frightened, they
crouch and “play pos-
sum”. As they get
older, they usually
run. Red river hogs
are fast runners and
good swimmers. How-
ever, when cornered
or wounded, they of-
ten attack. They often
root for tubers with
their plow-like noses
and can cause consid-
erable damage to
crops in a short period
of time.

Their main predators
are humans
(bushmeat hunting),
leopards, lions the
spotted hyena and the
python.

(cont.) restaurants who sell bushmeat and the
patrons who request and eat it. It also includes
villagers who live around and eat endangered
wildlife, logging companies who build roads
through the rainforests, loggers who help
smuggle illegal bushmeat to markets, cattle and
agricultural businesses who cut down rainfor-
ests for their purposes, and people in other coun-
tries who create demand for wood and
bushmeat. But tourist agencies, game hunting
agencies, game hunters, wildlife park and re-
serve management, reserve guards, checkpoint
guards hired by conservation groups, animal res-
cue and rehabilitation groups, and zoos are also
involved as well, and all must be able to make
honest agreements about the bushmeat situa-
tion in order to save endangered animals.



and un-
touched for-
ests.

     Many na-
tive people
believe the
forests hold
enough food
for them and
their families
and do not
realize that
species are
being killed to
extinction.
Once they
learn this,
they under-
stand the se-
riousness of
the problem.
Often they go
home to tell
their family
and friends: do not hunt bushmeat!

     In addition, refuse to buy bushmeat. If no one
buys bushmeat, the large scale commercial hunters
will have no one to sell to. These are the hunters who
are doing the most harm to Africa and its wildlife.

     Unless we change our ways, many irreplaceable

The jungle trees of Africa cannot protect Mwinyimkuu’s
red-tailed monkey relatives from commercialized bushmeat
hunting.



species are on their way
to extinction. Most African
consumers are unin-
formed, so they don’t
think of this.

     People need to know
that commercially hunted
bushmeat animals are of-
ten smoked, then dried
and cut into small bits
before they are sold. So,
as a precaution against
buying endangered ani-
mals, never buy any
meat in that form.

Remember, the best way to avoid eating a monkey, a

Which species will survive and which will not? All monkeys and apes are either
threatened are endangered.



chimpanzee, a
gorilla, or
other endan-
gered animal
is: don’t eat
bushmeat at
all!

     “Here,
here,” says
Karl. “This
brochure is a
job well
done.”

     The volun-
teers put
more signs in
the market
place. Adisa
reads the
signs out loud
to his father
and anyone else who will listen. “Conservation volun-
teers are needed to 1. Guard the animal preserves, 2.
To work with government offices and set laws that
work for animals and people, 3. To teach Africans how
to live well without killing Africa’s wildlife.”

      Adisa reads a second sign to his father.  “We need
volunteers to hand out bushmeat crisis prevention
brochures in the schools. Can YOU help?”

Saharan dorcas gazelles, such as this young adult, are
severely endangered due to bushmeat hunting.



     Brafo
looks at
Adisa and
sees the in-
terest in his
face. “No!”
Brafo growls
at Adisa.
“You are not
going to vol-
unteer. You
will not help
them to fight
the bushmeat
hunters like
me!”

     For
awhile Adisa
does not
speak.

     Others in
the market

place hear Brafo’s loud talk. They come up to him and
take turns speaking. “Extinction means there will be
no animals for anyone to eat or profit from or to ever
enjoy again,” they say. “Many animals are very close
to this right now. Brother,” they tell him, “everyone
will pay the price when these animals are gone.”

The red-tailed guenon is one of 37 different subspecies of
guenon monkeys. These unique and intelligent primates are
native only to Africa.



     But will his father listen, even to his adult
friends? Adisa wonders.

     Adisa tells his friend Ali, “I will also go to school
until I am grown. When I’m a strong man instead of
a boy, then I will help the animals of Africa, not kill
them for bushmeat like my father. They will be left in
the tree to make more young.”

The Mhorr’s gazelle, also known as the western dama gazelle, is a me-
dium-sized gazelle with short black horns. As with most mammals found
in North Africa they are on the brink of extinction due to over-hunting
and habitat destruction. Mhorr’s gazelles are known for having extremely
long legs, which raises their body off the hot desert sand to keep them
cool. In addition, their long legs provide extra surface area on their body
to radiate heat. Typically they have one offspring at a time, and only one
young per year.



     His father is listening. At last he understands the
plight of the bushmeat animals. Brafo hangs his head.
“You are right Adisa,” he says. “The ways of the father
cannot always be the ways of the son.”

     Back in the conservation office the Japanese stu-
dent looks at the conservation chart and asks, “How
many red-tailed monkeys are left sitting in the tree?”

     “Only seven now,” answers Karl.

       Later that day they get another report from
Willem the guard. “I am very sad,” he says. “And

All African wildlife, like this female Vaal rhebok, are threatened by habitat loss. Only
the male Vaal rhebok has horns and Vaal rheboks are widely targeted on trophy
hunting safaris. Trophy hunting tourists are supposed to pay licensing fees for their
kills.



Tomas the tour guide is wailing,” he tells them. “The
big time hunters stuck this time. Two more young
monkeys have been shot from the tree. And the old
male Mwinyimkuu, the father of all in the young in the
tree, has been shot and killed too. Tomas says by now
he is being
roasted on a
spit or else he
is in many
small pieces in
a smoked meat
dish.”

     “And many
other bush ani-
mals were killed
at the same
time.” Willem
thinks of quit-
ting the job.
“They came at
night this time,”
he says. “I can-
not fight these
ruthless hunters
all day long and
all night too.”

     Now just four monkeys are left sitting in the tree.
Hannah and the Japanese student hug each other and
cry. Everyone in the conservation office is shocked
and alarmed. They cannot get used to the commercial

Africa is home to some of the most intelligent animals on
the planet, including all species of the great apes, many
monkeys and the African elephant.



hunting of monkeys.

     “How many people will it take to stop this animal
slaughter?” asks the American student Kim. She has
tacked a photo of two red-tailed monkeys, a mother
and baby, above her desk for optimism and good luck.

     “Many”, answers Karl. “Many in conservation,
many in government, many ordinary people, and
many educated people, adults and children alike. It
will take the difficult task of many honest people
working together.”

The status of all monkeys in Africa is “threatened”. Some kinds found in only in
Africa are endangered and at least one type has already become extinct.



     “But every one
person who learns
can teach many
others,” says the
student from Ja-
pan.

     The bell rings
on the front door
at the conserva-
tionist office and
someone enters.
It is Adisa and his
friend Ali. “I want
to help,” says
Adisa, “and so
does my friend.”

     Nasi gives Adisa and Ali booklets to take into the
schools. He shakes their hands in gratitude.

     In the conservation office, they thank all who help.
And all those who want to help.

     But they wonder, will it be enough?

The magnificent drill, an endangered monkey, is still
illegally hunted.



Glossary:

bush·meat, In Africa, forest is often called ‘the bush’.
Bushmeat means the meat of all wild animals, even
threatened, endangered or critically endangered ani-
mals. Animals like gorillas, chimpanzees, monkeys,
forest antelope, crocodile, elephant; forest antelope
(duikers); porcupine; bush pig; cane rat; pangolin;
monitor lizard; guinea fowl; etc. hunted and killed for
selling and eating.

com·mer·cial, done with regard to profit, designed for
a large market, emphasizing skills and subjects useful
in business.

con·ser·va·tion, a careful managed protection of the
natural world, planned management of a resource to
prevent waste or destruction.

con·sum·er, one that consumes or uses economic
goods.

cri·sis, the turning point for better or worse, the deci-
sive moment, an unstable or crucial time or state of
affairs in which a decisive change is impending; espe-
cially: one with the distinct possibility of a highly un-
desirable outcome.

crops, plants or animals or plant or animal product
that can be grown and harvested extensively for profit
or subsistence.



de·for·es·ta·tion, removal of forests, usually rapidly
and over large areas

e·co·nom·ic, makes profit, makes money.

ed·u·cate, to provide schooling for, to train by formal
instruction in a skill, trade, or profession, or to de-
velop morally by instruction, to provide with informa-
tion, to persuade to feel, believe, or act in a desired
way.

en·dan·gered species, any species of plant or animal
that is threatened with extinction.

ex·tinct, the dying out of a race, species or subspe-
cies so that it no longer exists. Extinction occurs
when a species can no longer reproduce at replace-
ment levels.

gov·ern·ment official rulers or rule makers, a body
of persons who are the governing authority of a coun-
try.

guard, an armed person or force whose job is to
maintain order in certain areas and to patrol them,
armed forces that are charged with the enforcement
of hunting laws.

hunt·er, a person who hunts and kills game animals.

ir·re·place·able: not replaceable, can’t be restored,
nothing can take its place



le·gal: relating to the law, permitted by established
laws or rules.

 lux·u·ry: excess; something adding to pleasure or
comfort but not absolutely necessary.

of·fi·cial: one who holds an office, one who adminis-
ters the rules.

off·spring, the progeny or young of an animal.
park: an enclosed piece of ground stocked with game
and held for recreation.

poach·er: one who kills or takes wild animals illegally.

pop·u·la·tion control: to regulate, limit or reduce the
whole number of people or inhabitants in a country or
region.

pre·serve: to keep safe from injury, harm, or destruc-
tion to protect.

pri·mate, in zoology, any mammal group that includes
humans, apes, monkeys, and related forms (as lemurs
and tarsiers). The order Primates, with its 300 or
more species, is the third most diverse order of mam-
mals.

pro·tein: Proteins are of great nutritional value and are
directly involved in the chemical processes essential
for life.



re·pro·duce: to produce new individuals of the same
kind, to produce offspring

re·serves: to set aside for future use: to set or have
set aside or apart

sa·fa·ri: journey, a traveling expedition especially in
eastern Africa.

spe·cie, animal that is in the same or like form.

sub·spe·cies, a subdivision of a species: as a cat-
egory in biological classification that ranks immedi-
ately below a species and designates a population of a
particular geographical region genetically distinguish-
able from other such populations of the same species
and capable of interbreeding successfully with them if
ranges overlap, a named subgroup (as a race or vari-
ety).

Swa·hi·li: a Bantu language that is a trade and gov-
ernmental language over much of East Africa and in
the Congo region

tour·ist: one that makes a tour for pleasure or culture.

un·in·formed: untaught, unguided, doesn’t know or
have knowledge.

* Over 2,000 languages are spoken in Africa.



u·nique: being the only one, being without a like or
equal, distinctively characteristic

un·sus·tain·a·ble: won’t hold up, can’t support itself,
can’t be kept up.

vol·un·teer: a person who by free choice undertakes
a service or job without monetary pay.

Glossary of names:*
ADISA: Ghanaian name meaning “one who will teach
us.”
ALI: Swahili and Muslim name meaning “noble, ex-
alted.”
BRAFO: Ghanaian name meaning “executioner, “ also
a nickname for a troublemaker.
Buqisi: BOOH-kee-see means queen of Sabaa.
Dafina: DAH-fee-nah means valuable or precious in
Swahili.
Dunia: Means earth in Swahili.
ZUVAN: Means the sun.
Jamali: JAH-mah-lee means “beauty” in Swahili.
MAH-lee-kah: Means queen in Swahili
MARET: Means the earth (Amharic/Ethiopian).
Mwinyi: (m-WEEN-yee means “king” in Swahili.)
Mwinyimkuu: m-ween-yeem-KOO means great king.
Nyota: Means star in Swahili.
Rudo: ROO-doh means love.
Shona: Means the sun in Zimbabwe.
Shanira: Means warmed by the sun.



Questions:
1. Name two reasons monkeys have been hunted in
Africa.

2. How do small time local hunters usually travel
when they hunt?

3. How do big time hunters travel?

4. What weapons did small time local hunters tradi-
tionally hunt with?

5. What do today’s commercial bushmeat hunters
and poachers use?

6. What is bushmeat?

7. What roads do commercial poachers use to get to
bushmeat?

8. Could commercial hunters make a living without
hunting endangered species?

9. What laws do bushmeat hunters and poachers
break?

10. Name one reason why conservationists cannot
work everywhere in Africa.

11. Name a type of endangered animal who has
been killed during wars.



12. Why are forests that were once untouched or
too thick to travel through now easy for hunters to
travel into?

13. Name some African animals who are also bush-
meat hunters.

14. Name a large bird who  is a bushmeat hunter.

15. Name at least one large reptile who is a bush-
meat hunters.

16. Name two reasons animal predators manage to
keep nature in a better balance than human hunters
do.

17. How much low-access forest land is protected
by parks or reserves?

18. Name two ways that commercial bushmeat
poachers kill bushmeat.

19. What is the status of some monkeys when they
are discovered?

20. What is one  reason giraffes are killed?

21. Name one African bird that is threatened in the
wild.

22. What are check point guards?



23. Why do check point guards confiscate endan-
gered species when they are already dead?

24. When bigger kinds of bushmeat, like African
buffalo get scarce, who is hunted even more?

25. How do some people learn to recognize monkeys
and apes that all look alike to others?

26. Name one baboon-like monkey who is seriously
endangered but still hunted illegally.

27. Name one kind of monkey which has already
disappeared entirely from West Africa.

28. What do Africans call forest?

29. What is a male gorilla called when he reaches
maturity and why?

30. How much land mass does Africa encompass?

31. How do red-tailed monkeys use their long
straight tails?

32. Which types of hyenas are threatened in the
wild and why?

33. What is the age of the female chimpanzee when
she has her first young?



34. Is tourism helpful Africa’s economy?

35. Name a monkey who swims to escape predators
and who also freezes as a defense.

36. Why should guns be outlawed for hunting African
wildlife?

37. What is one reason that some tourists avoid Afri-
can parks and reserves?

38. Name one ground-living monkey who is hunted
by the hyena.

39. How fast can the patas monkey run?

40. How often does the mountain gorilla bear young?

41. What is one way that bushmeat hunters hurt the
future of endangered species?

42. Name three animals other than monkeys and
apes who reproduce slowly.

43. In places where guards have been hired to moni-
tor hunting, how much territory do they guard?

44. What effect do guards have on poachers?

45. Who is known to work with poachers out in the
wild?



46. Why are some animals threatened in the wild
even though we see them in large herds?

47. Name an animal that is targeted by trophy hunt-
ers from other countries.

48. How much has the population of the world grown
in the last half century?

49. How does the world population effect Africa and
endangered species?

50. What is truly at the bottom of the wildlife loss in
Africa?

51. Why do hunting licenses not work in Africa right
now?

52. Name a type of animal that is shot and killed for
being a “crop pest” when they raid corn fields.

53. What is the daily rate of spending for half of Af-
ricans?

54. How much money do safari trophy hunters pay
to hunt animals in Africa?

55. How much money do bushmeat hunters make a
year?

56. Which animals are members of the so-called “Big



Five” favorites of tourist trophy hunters?

57. How often do giraffes have young?

58. Name the full grown giraffe’s only two predators.

59. What is the population of Africa?

60. What is a middleman and what is he called in pi-
geon English?

61. What do many native people believe about the
African forests?

62. How is commercially hunted bushmeat often pre-
pared?

63. Why are Saharan dorcas gazelles severely en-
dangered?

64. Africa is home to some of the most intelligent
animals on the planet. Can you name at least three
types?

65. How many African monkeys are considered
threatened?

66. Which gorillas are endangered, lowland or moun-
tain gorillas?

67. Name one bushmeat animal who makes many
young each year and could be farmed.



68. What is one of the world’s most critically threat-
ened birds and list one reason why.

69. Name a large endangered baboon which changes
color in spots when angry and threatened.

70. What political issues put tree dwelling monkeys
at great risk?

Bonus Questions:
1. Name one political move that conservationists
hope for?

2. Name the six parts of the world which would fit
into  Africa’s landmass with room to spare.

 3. Name three ideas to solve the bushmeat crisis?



Answers:
1. Many have been hunted for bushmeat and some
were killed for their furs.

2. Small-time hunters usually travel by foot.

3. Big time hunters usually travel in bands and by
vehicle.

4. Small time local hunters have traditionally hunted
with snares, bows, arrows or nets.

5. Today’s commercial bushmeat hunters and poach-
ers use semiautomatic weapons.

6. Bushmeat is the meat of any wild African animal,
even endangered animals, which is hunted often il-
legally for eating and for sale.

7. Commercial hunters use logging roads to get to
bushmeat forests.

8. The consensus is that commercial hunters could
still make a living if they stopped hunting protected
species and hunted only legal game animals.

9. Bushmeat hunters and poachers break laws made
to protect them and limit their hunting, such as local
laws and the Convention on International Trade in
Endangered Species (CITES) laws which protect
many animals.



10. There are areas where we conservationists can-
not work because of civil wars.

11. The mountain gorilla has been killed during local
war.

12. Forests that were once untouched or too thick to
travel through are now easy for hunters to travel into
because of logging roads.

13. The leopard, the lion, the cheetah and the hyena
are animals who hunt other bushmeat.

14. The eagle is a large bird who is a bushmeat
hunter.

15. The python and also the crocodile are large rep-
tiles who prey on bushmeat.

16. Two reasons animal predators manage to keep
nature in a better balance than human hunters do
are: A. Animal predators are more likely to prey on
old and injured animals or ones that are too young to
breed and make new young. Man kills off adult male
and female breeding age animals, so then there are
fewer animals to make more young.
16. B. Animal predators kill only what they them-
selves need at the time.  Man kills more than his
share.

17. Only around 8 out of every 100 acres of low ac-



cess forest is protected parks or reserves.

18. Two ways that commercial bushmeat poachers
kill bushmeat is with semiautomatic weapons and
fire. (They set fires to flush out elephants, monkeys,
giraffes, crocodiles, lions and other wildlife.)

19. Some monkeys are already threatened or en-
dangered by the time they are discovered.

20. One reason giraffes are killed is the tourist trade
in giraffe hair bracelets.

21. One African bird that is threatened in the wild is
the crowned crane.

22. Check point guards are guards posted along
roadways to stop vehicles, search them and confis-
cate any endangered species they find.

23. Check point guards confiscate endangered spe-
cies when they are already dead because confiscat-
ing them keeps the bushmeat hunter from selling
them, and hopefully discourages future hunting.

24. When bigger kinds of bushmeat, like African
buffalo get scarce, smaller bushmeat like monkeys
are hunted even more.

25. Some people learn to recognize monkeys and
apes by studying their personalities and the way
they move.



26. One baboon-like monkey who is seriously en-
dangered but still hunted illegally is the drill. An-
other is the mandrill.

27. One kind of monkey which has already disap-
peared entirely from West Africa is Miss Waldron’s
colobus monkey.

28. Africans refer to forest as bush.

29. When a male gorilla reaches maturity he is
called a silverback because he develops silvery grey
hairs on his back in the shape of a saddle.

30. African land mass encompasses 20% of the
world’s total landmass.

21. Red-tailed monkeys use their long straight tails
for balance when running on narrow tightrope like
branches and when leaping to escape predators.

32. Two types of hyenas are threatened in the wild,
the striped and the brown hyena and the spotted hy-
ena has reduced numbers. Because they are known
as predators of preferred bushmeat animals, hyenas
have been poisoned and shot by humans in attempt
to exterminate them.

33. The chimpanzee must be 13 to 15 YEARS old be-
fore having her first young.



34. Yes, tourism is helpful to Africa’s economy be-
cause tourists pay large sums to stay in Africa and
visit it’s wildlife. This money goes into the African
economy as money that could be used to help set
up wildlife reserves and save endangered animals.

35. As defenses, de Brazza guenon monkeys may
swim to escape predators and may also freeze as
long as eight hours to hide themselves.

36. Guns should be outlawed for hunting African
wildlife because they do not give the animals a fair
chance to escape or to survive and breeding age
animals may be killed. With old fashioned arrow
hunting who traveled on foot, the hunter was more
likely to get the weaker or older animals that were
past their breeding primes.

37. One reason that some tourists avoid African
parks and reserves is because they are so over
crowded with other tourists, it sometimes seems
like more tourists than animals.

38. One ground-living monkey who is hunted by the
hyena is the patas monkey.

39. The patas monkey runs 35 miles per hour.

40. The mountain gorillas bear only one young ev-
ery four years.



41. Bushmeat hunters hurt the future of endangered
species because when the adult animals are killed,
there are not enough adult breeding age animals to
make new young.

42. Three animals (other than monkeys and apes)
who reproduce slowly are the cheetah, the elephant
and the forest buffalo.

43. In places where guards have been hired to
monitor hunting, a single guard may be assigned
areas of 100,000 hectares or more.

44. Guards appear to discourage poachers.

45. Drivers of logging trucks are known to some-
times work with poachers in the wild, helping them
smuggle meat back to the market place where it can
be sold.

46. Although one may still see herd animals in large
groups in Africa, they can easily be killed off in high
numbers when bushmeat hunters and poachers
travel in vehicles instead of hunting on foot and use
semiautomatic weapons.

47. One of the largest animals on the African plains,
the cape buffalo is targeted by trophy hunters from
other countries.

48. The population of the world has more than
doubled in the last half century.



49. The world population effects Africa and endan-
gered species because the large number of people
creates demand for rainforest wood and the animal’s
habitats are destroyed.

50. Over population of humans, both in Africa and
the world is truly at the bottom of the wildlife loss in
Africa: Too many people use too many resources,
such as more land and more lumber from forests for
houses. When this happens, the animals who lived
there usually have no where to go.

51. Hunting licenses do not work in Africa right now
because the high-value of bushmeat results in citizen
hunters overshooting their license quotas and high
trophy hunting values also lead to a black market in
selling citizen licenses.

52. Monkeys are but especially the ground loving
vervet monkeys are shot and killed for being “crop
pests” when they raid corn fields and other crops.

53. Fifty percent of Africans live on less than $1 per
day.

54. Safari trophy hunters pay up to 800 US dollars to
hunt certain types of animals.

55. Bushmeat hunters make between US $400 and
US $1000.00 per year. The average African income
for nonhunters is less than $365 per year.



56. The elephant, lion, leopard, rhino and Cape buf-
falo are members of the so-called “Big Five” favor-
ites of tourist trophy hunters.

57. Giraffes have one young about every year and a
half.

58. The full grown giraffe’s only two predators are
lions and humans.

59. The population of Africa is 900 million people.

60. A middleman buys from the hunter and sells to
the market and is called a ‘buy-um sell-um’ in pi-
geon English.

61. Many native people believe the African forests
hold enough food for them and their families and do
not realize that species are being killed to extinction.

62. Commercially hunted bushmeat animals are of-
ten smoked, then dried and cut into small bits be-
fore they are sold.

63. Saharan dorcas gazelles are severely endan-
gered due to bushmeat hunting.

64. Africa is home to some of the most intelligent
animals on the planet including the great apes, the
monkeys and the African elephant.



65. All African monkeys are considered threatened.

66. Both lowland and mountain gorillas are endan-
gered.

67. The wild pig, also called wild boar, has large li-
ters, producing three to twelve offspring at a time
so could be farmed.

68. The Waldrapp Ibis is one of the world’s most
critically threatened bird species because their meat
is considered a delicacy.

69. Red spot appear on the large endangered man-
drill baboon male when he is angry and threatened.

70. The political issues that put tree dwelling mon-
keys at great risk are financial ones: they don’t at-
tract tourists and their money because the monkeys
are hidden up high in tree foliage.

Bonus Questions:
1. One political move that conservationists hope for
is more conservation pressure on Africans from
other governments.

2. Name the six parts of the world which would fit
into  Africa’s landmass with room to spare are the
continental United States, India, China, Brazil, Ar-
gentina and Western Europe.

 3. Three ideas for solving the bushmeat crisis are



to educate bushmeat hunters so they have other
ways to earn monkey; educate the public so they do
not buy and eat bushmeat and to farm chickens and
pigs for meat in Africa.


